ASCC Themes I Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Tuesday, September 3rd, 2024						       8:00AM – 9:30AM 
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Andridge, Daly, Hilty, Kantor, Lower, Nagar, Søland, Steele, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen 

1) Approval of 08/19/2024 Minutes
· Andridge, Nagar, unanimously approved 
2) English 3260 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty would like to kindly note that there is a small, suspected error in the GEN application form. It appears that the response for English 3262 was erroneously copied-and-pasted into ELO 3.1 above the response for 3260. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information surrounding how the course will be meeting the Theme-specific ELOs, with attention paid to ELOs 3.1, 4.1, and 4.2. They felt as if the descriptions written in the GE application form and the syllabus did not provide enough information on how the course assignments and in-class activities are going to connect students to the GEN Theme category. They would also like to note that they found the course assignments to be engaging and creative, especially the poetry recommendation assignment, which empowers student experience and preferences. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all change made as a result of their feedback. 
· Approved via E-vote with one comment and two contingencies (in bold above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was recently updated for the 2024-2025 academic year. The most recent version of the statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Nagar, Søland, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
3) English 3262 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty appreciated the course’s dynamic and varied topics and the use of an eBook to reduce student costs.
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information surrounding how the course will be meeting the Theme-specific ELOs, with attention paid to ELOs 3.1 and 4.2. They would like the descriptions of these ELOs in the course syllabus and the GE application form to include more information on how in-class activities and course assignments will be used to meet the ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see the term “transmedia adaptation” briefly defined in the course syllabus so that students may have an introduction to how this term is utilized within the field. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Approved via E-vote with three contingencies (in bold above) and one comment.
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was recently updated for the 2024-2025 academic year. The most recent version of the statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Nagar, Andridge, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
4) Slavic 4595 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information surrounding how the course will be meeting the Theme-specific ELOs, with attention paid to ELOs 3.1 and 4.2. They would like to see some of the broader language in the GE application form and syllabus replaced with more concrete examples of assignments and in-class activities to demonstrate how students can expect to fulfill the ELOs and objectives. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Approved via E-vote with two contingencies (in bold above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty ask that a concurrence be sought from the Undergraduate International Studies Program. The current contact person is Interim Director Kendra McSweeney.14. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the required academic misconduct statement be added to the syllabus. The required statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend considering adding a prerequisite to the course in order to help ensure that students that enroll within the course will have the necessary skills to be successful. While they recognize that, perhaps, a specific course may not be optimal or desirable, it may be beneficial to add the completion of one or more of the GEN Foundation requirements, such as Historical and Cultural Studies and/or Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend including more information in the course syllabus surrounding how students will meet the “making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future” as part of Theme Goal 2. 
· Nagar, Søland, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
5) SASIA 5241 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend including a brief explanation in the course syllabus surrounding how students can expect to meet ELOs 3.2 and 4.1. They feel as if a brief explanation followed by the excellent assignment descriptions would be valuable to students. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty recommend clarifying the reflection assignment that is mentioned multiple times within the GE application form. This reflection does not to appear explicitly within the syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was recently updated for the 2024-2025 academic year. The most recent version of the statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Andridge, Søland, approved with one abstention with two recommendations (in italics above) 
6) Astronomy 2020 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty recommend considering adding different forms of assessment into the course that replace some of the multiple-choice quizzes (as discussed on page 5 of the syllabus) with assignments that allow students an opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the GEN Theme. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was recently updated for the 2024-2025 academic year. The most recent version of the statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Nagar, Søland, unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) 
7) Anthropology 3360 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional explanation in the course syllabus about how the final research project will be scaffolded. Are the weekly check-ins (as discussed on pages 4-5 of the course syllabus) part of the research project scaffolding? They believe that this additional explanation will help enhance the student experience, as well as ensure that it is clear how the course assignments are meeting the appropriate goals and ELOs of the Theme. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was recently updated for the 2024-2025 academic year. The most recent version of the statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing and replacing references to the old course title throughout the syllabus, such as in the header on each page. 
· Søland, Nagar, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics) 
8) History 2206 (existing course with GEL Historical Studies, GEN Foundation: Historical and Cultural Studies, and previously approved for 100% DL; requesting to remove GEN Foundation: Historical and Cultural Studies and add GEN Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· Approved via E-vote
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information surrounding how this course is an advanced, in-depth, and scholarly exploration of the GEN Theme: Lived Environments (as required of ELO 1.2). The course is self-described as a “three-hour lecture course at the introductory level” and an “introductory survey course” (on syllabus page 1). In its current form, the reviewing faculty are not convinced that the course will be meet the advanced level requirement to be included within the GEN Theme: Lived Environments category and ask that this be expanded upon throughout the proposal. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see some additional information surrounding how this course will be utilizing the “flipped classroom” model (as discussed on page 1 of the syllabus), as there does not appear to be any required synchronous sessions. They are unsure which specific pedagogical style will be utilized to assist students in learning about the course topic and GEN Theme. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to vote 
